Autumn 2013

Book Friendly
Kick-Off Event Scheduled for
Book of the Year
Linda Conklin, TTOB Chair
Two Towns-One Book: Clifton Park-Halfmoon Read has
announced the book of the year in our third community read
program. The Bucolic Plague by Josh Kilmer-Purcell was
chosen by our community as the winner receiving 40% of the
votes cast. This deliciously funny book describes what happens
when two Manhattanites do the unthinkable: start over, raise a
herd of kids, and get a little dirty. You’re sure to love this riotous
and moving true tale of goats, mud, farming and a centuries-old
mansion in the rustic, upstate town of nearby Sharon Springs.

The Beekman Boys, Josh Kilmer-Purcell and Brent Ridge, will
appear on Saturday, January 11, 2014 at 2:00 PM at the Clifton
Park-Halfmoon Library. They will talk about the challenges they
faced since purchasing the Beekman 1802 mansion, and the
importance and bucolic charm of farm life and locally grown
foods. They will also address how life changes and career
changes can sow the seeds of new opportunities.
Join us on January 11th for this fun and interesting afternoon
with Josh and Brent. Books will be available for purchase and
the Beekman Boys will remain for a book signing after the
presentation. To attend, register at http://www.cphlibrary.org or
call 371-8622.
The Two Towns–One Book Clifton Park and Halfmoon Read!
project partners include: Town of Clifton Park, Town of
Halfmoon, Clifton Park–Halfmoon Public Library, CAPTAIN
Youth and Family Services, Shenendehowa Central Schools,
Southern Saratoga YMCA, Halfmoon Senior Citizen Association,
Shenendehowa Adult Community Center and East Line Books .
To volunteer or to become a Community Business Partner,
please contact Linda Conklin at lconklin@nycap.rr.com.
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Libraries are reservoirs
of strength, grace and
wit, reminders of order,
calm and continuity . . .
Germaine Greer

Shop our Valued Partners!
Arbonne, Boscov's, East Line Books, Frank
Gallo & Son Florist, Hampton Inn, Hannaford,
Hewitt's, MovinAds, Otto Cadillac, Price
Chopper, Stewart's Shops, Tufano's Pizzeria,
Venezia Pizza and Pasta, Vista at Van
Patten Golf Club
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Friends of the Clifton Park-Halfmoon Public
Library Community Scholarships
Lori Bennett, Scholarship Committee Chair
In 2008, with the hope of assisting deserving students in realizing their educational dreams, the
Friends established the Friends of the Clifton Park-Halfmoon Public Library Community
Scholarships. This year, we will continue this tradition and again award two scholarships of
$1,000 each. Scholarship recipients must be Shenendehowa High School students and/or
residents of the Library tax district, who will be attending an accredited two-or four-year college or
university in the fall 2014.
The applications will be evaluated by a committee of Friends and the scholarships will be
presented at the Friends of the Library’s May meeting. Award money will be deposited with the
student’s college or university, to be used to cover college expenses including tuition, fees,
books, or instructional supplies.
We are very excited to recognize two deserving young people in this way, and look forward to the
continued success of this annual scholarship.
Application forms will be available January 2, 2014, on the Friends' website. They will also be
available at the Welcome Desk of the Library and the High School East Counseling Center.
Completed application packets must be received by March 7, 2014. For more information, please
contact Lori Bennett at folshows@gmail.com.

Upcoming Events

Meet the Beekman Boys

• Beekman Boys Author Event, Saturday,
January 11, 2:00pm, Library Community
Rooms.
• Community Scholarship Applications
available beginning Jan. 2 and the deadline
is March 7.
• Winter Used Book Sale, Friday, Saturday
and Sunday, January 31, February 1 & 2.
• FOL Annual Meeting, Wednesday, March
19.
• And a Trip to a Local Museum is always
an event. Get Free Museum Passes!

Saturday, January 11th, 2:00 PM
Clifton Park–Halfmoon Public Library
Reservations at http://www.cphlibrary.org/events

Return to Top
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Battle of the Books
Janet Kreason, Head of Youth Services

The Phantom of the Opera
Proctor’s Theatre, Schenectady
Sunday, June 1, 2014
6:30 PM
Orchestra seats - $60.00
Balcony seats - $51.00
Orders due by April 1, 2014
For tickets, contact: Lori Bennett
folshows@gmail.com
Following an acclaimed sell-out tour of the United
Kingdom, Cameron Mackintosh’s spectacular new
production of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s phenomenal
musical success, The Phantom of the Opera, will
make its premiere in Schenectady as part of a
brand new US National Tour.
Hailed as “Stunning, Intense, and Spectacular” by
The Sunday Express, this production features a
brilliant new design by Paul Brown, costumes by
the much missed Maria Björnson, a new staging by
Laurence Connor, director of the recent acclaimed
25th anniversary celebration at the Royal Albert
Hall, and new choreography by Scott Ambler. The
production is directed by Matthew Bourne and
Cameron Mackintosh.
Running Time: 2hrs 30min with one intermission.

Excitement is mounting among local fifth
graders as teams form for the 2014 Battle of the
Books.
The Clifton Park-Halfmoon Public
Library is participating in this popular contest
again this school year. Our library teams are
open to home, private and public school
students living within the Shenendehowa
Central School District, making it a truly
community-wide event.
Here’s how the contest works: The public
library and each of the Shen elementary
schools selects up to four teams of five students
in early December. Each team reads five
selected titles and plays off against the other
teams from its school/library in early February
by answering questions about the books. The
Round One winners then read four more books
and compete against the other eight top teams
in the Round Two/final playoffs in April. The
winning team earns a trophy to be permanently
displayed at its school or library and has its
name engraved on a travel trophy which can be
exhibited for the following year.
Our Youth Services staff helps prepare our
teams for the competition and runs our first
round of playoffs. We contribute questions to
the final playoff and one of us joins school
librarians on the judging panel.
The Friends of the Clifton Park-Halfmoon Public
Library generously sponsors our teams by
purchasing team-reading copies of the books as
well as medals and ribbons for our Round One
team members. The Friends also support the
contest overall by buying several extra
circulating copies of each contest book which
any cardholder may check out, giving tee shirts
to all forty-five students in the final Battle, and
providing refreshments at the final competition.
Continued on page 4
Return to Top
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Board of Directors
Wilma Jozwiak, President
Jo Anne Robbins, Past President, Get Out the
Vote and Technology
Ann Christoffel, President Elect, Used Book
Sale and Technology
Bernie Grossman, Vice-President and Liaison
to Board of Trustees
Andres Harnecker, Treasurer
Lori Bennett, Secretary and Scholarship
Open, Events and Fundraising
Linda Conklin, Two Towns One Book
Toby Elman, Publicity
Linda Fennelly, Get Out the Vote
Andres Harnecker, Financial Secretary, Social
Media and Technology
Rhona Koretzky, Travel
Cathy Lawrence, Outreach
Sheila Morroni, Website and Technology
Christine Palmer, Youth & Families
Kathy Adam, Library Liaison

Committee Chairs
Corinne Acker, Hospitality Committee
Kathy Burns, Volunteer Coordinator
Kara Parnett, Historian
Janice Jaskolka Golden, Paver Project
Coordinator
Jo Anne Robbins, Newsletter Editor
Fei Xie, Graphics Support
Kathy Adam, Ann Christoffel, Peggy
Cushman, Betty Doran, Jo Anne Robbins, and
Sandy Roth, Used Book Sale Team
Ann Christoffel, Andres Harnecker, Wilma
Jozwiak, Sheila Morroni and Jo Anne
Robbins, Technology Team
Judith Farrell, Linda Fennelly, John Jozwiak,
Linda Maher, Lisa-Marie Oddo and Matthew
Montalbano, Membership Team
Ann Cocca, Ivan Edelson and Jo Anne
Robbins, Get Out the Vote Team
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Battle of the Books continued from page 3
The Friends also provide refreshments for the
final playoffs. Hospitality Chair Corinne Acker
said last year that it was great fun to watch; she
was particularly impressed by the good
sportsmanship and good manners displayed by
the participants.
This year’s first round titles are Tunnels
(Roderick Gordon), The Lemonade War
(Jacqueline Davies), Where the Mountain
Meets the Moon (Grace Lin), Amulet:
Stonekeeper (Kazu Kibuishi) and Out of My
Mind (Sharon Draper.) Second round titles will
be announced after the first level of playoffs.
The culminating playoffs are currently scheduled
for April 10, 2014 at the Skano-Tesago cafeteria.
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Volunteer Highlight - Betty Doran
Ann Christoffel, UBS Chair
Every now and then we like to highlight one of our
valued volunteers. Interviewing Betty Doran turned
out to provide a very interesting history of our CPH
Library and the Friends organization.
Betty has volunteered for Used Book Sales since
before the current Friends organization existed - pre
1997. Over in the “old” library on Wall Street (now
the YMCA Kids Lodge), Evelyn Petryk, a library
Administrative Assistant, organized the used book
sales. The sales were actually put on by the then
Shenendehowa Public Library. Betty assisted
Evelyn by making the phone calls necessary to line
up volunteers to assist with setup, sales, and
cleanup. The day before the sale began, a group of
volunteers would pull out all the books that had
been donated since the last sale, sort the books and
display them for sale - all in one afternoon/evening!
(We now have teams of sorters sorting donated
books three times a week, year round). Interestingly
enough, Evelyn still volunteers at the Used Book
Sales on a regular basis.
Once the Friends organization was formed, Betty
co-chaired the Used Book Sales Committee with
Sara Hunter, a very energetic volunteer in her 80’s
at the time. Betty continued doing the phone calls.
Betty was named Volunteer of the Year in 2000, an
award presented once each year to a member of
the Friends of the Library who has demonstrated
outstanding efforts in support of the Friends many
activities.
When the current Clifton Park Halfmoon Public
Library on Moe Road opened in 2006, Keith Willis
became the Used Book Sales Committee Chair.
Betty continued contacting volunteers by phone and
diligently sorted the donated books on a weekly
basis.
In 2011, Joe Clancy, Jo Anne Robbins, and I took
on the chair responsibilities for the Used Book

Return to Top
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Sales. Betty was our go to person. Betty is a
“behind the scenes” person, but her
organizational skills and attention to detail have
been a huge asset to the Used Book Sales
Team! I can’t even begin to express how much
help she has been to us these past couple of
years. Her suggestions are well thought out and
very much appreciated.
In 2014, Betty is scaling back on her
involvement with the Friends. Almost 20 years
of making phone calls has caught up to her. We
are looking forward to keeping Betty involved in
the Used Book Sales in some way. We haven’t
seen the last of Betty yet.
Thank you, Betty, for all that you have done!

Kids Read, Too
Carol Davis, TTOB Team
Kids Read Too Committee is busy planning
activities for our companion books to
complement The Bucolic Plague, our Two
Towns-One Book, book of the year for
2014. The themes of exploring new ideas and
trying new things is perfectly matched in the K2 book Gregory the Terrible Eater by Sharmat
and the 3-5 book, Beatrice’s Goat by Page
McBrier. The committee is busy planning
events for our kids and families. Through a
program from Heifer International, we hope to
encourage our families to connect with farmers
and families in other parts of the world as we
learn about food and farming in our own
community.
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Membership
Linda Fennelly, Membership Chair
Membership in the FOL has increased over the years and benefits have expanded. The FOL provides
funds to purchase audiovisual materials for the library, sponsors author talks with patrons, provides
refreshments at library programs, and runs the ever popular used book sales. We have added
wonderful new programs in the past 3 years, including discounted Proctors tickets, travel
opportunities, the Two Towns-One Book Community Read Program, and museum passes that can be
checked out by library patrons. Our group is evolving rapidly and our membership is expanding as
people realize the value of becoming a member of the Friends of the Library. Where else can you get
all these benefits for $ 5.00 per year?
We are actively seeking new members to make our group even better than it is now. We have
embarked on our membership drive for 2014. We have already broken the 500 membership mark and
are hoping to hit 600 in 2014.We have many opportunities for members to volunteer if they choose to
in our many committees. As an incentive to join we are also having a drawing for 10 free
memberships for 2015 out of the 2014 enrollees.
My neighbor recently joined the FOL after being an avid library user for years. She never realized all
the wonderful perks of being a FOL member until I sent her via email the FOL newsletter. I am asking
that our current members send our newsletter on to at least one person who you know is not a FOL
member and perhaps they may join the Friends and reap all the benefits we do!
Friends of the Clifton Park Halfmoon Library Membership Form
Name(s)________________________________________Street_________________________________________
City: ______________________ State:_________ Zip: ___________ E-mail: ______________________________
Preferred phone:_____________________ Note: Book Friendly newsletter is e-mailed unless you notify us that you
wish to pick up a print copy at the Library Welcome Desk.

Your Desired Membership Level & Amount Enclosed: (Please check below)

☐Bookworm $5 ☐Book Lover $10 ☐Bibliophile $25
☐Book Collector $50 ☐Conservator $100 ☐Reserve List $500
Member Levels and Benefits: (Checks should be made payable to the Friends of the CPH Library)
Bookworm: Book Friendly newsletter, one membership card, early first day admission to FOL Used Book Sales, invitations to events.
Book Lover: Receive all Bookworm benefits and two membership cards.
Bibliophile: Receive all of the Book Lover benefits and a coupon worth $2 at a Friends Used Book Sale.
Book Collector: Receive all of the Bibliophile benefits and recognition at the annual meeting.
Conservator: Receive all the Book Collector benefits and a handmade laminated bookmark
Reserve List: Receive all the Conservator benefits and a paver brick engraved in your honor

VOLUNTEER! Join us in supporting the Library. Please check your committee interests:

☐Two Towns-One Book ☐Hospitality
☐Plant Swap & Sale ☐Get Out the Vote
☐Library Ambassador
☐Publicity
☐Mailings
☐ Membership
☐Special Events ☐Used Book Sale: ☐ Sorting
☐Selling
☐Set Up/Clean Up
Mail completed form with your check made payable to Friends of the Library to: FOL Membership, 475 Moe Road, Clifton
Park, NY 12065.
Return to Top
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Missing in Action
Dan Riley
From time to time, Book Friendly publishes original writing submitted by our patrons. Here’s another enjoyable
account of a valued friendship by FOL member and supporter, Dan Riley. Thanks for sharing, Dan!

My friend Mike’s death from pancreatic cancer a few years ago tolled the end of a 70-year friendship,
which began in the 7th grade nurtured by our craze for golf and basketball during our high school years,
and endured despite being separated in midlife when my company relocated our family to another city.
Growing up together in Rochester’s 18 th ward, we were joined in rivalry from the day we met. The
competition turned rabid when it came to golf, a game we learned to play as Oak Hill caddies in the
late 1930s. As teenagers we rode our bikes in the early morning hours to the public golf course in
Durand-Eastman Park; a Sunday bag containing a few clubs strung over one shoulder, peanut butter
sandwich stuffed into the ball pocket. Thirty-six holes were the order of the day, the match then
continuing on to the putting green until it grew too dark to see the hole. We spent most of the money
we earned as caddies on green fees, and never had to buy balls as errant shots into the woods by
other players provided us with an ample supply. When we weren’t playing golf, we were chipping for
nickels against the clothes pole in Mike’s backyard. We couldn’t get enough of this game.
As we grew into middle age, our zeal for the game never cooled, and the rivalry was renewed each
year at Victor Hills Golf Club when my wife and I visited Rochester, and at the Malone Club when Mike
and Dorothy came to our camp in northern New York. Not a lot of money ever changed hands, an
indication, I think, that we valued our friendship and wanted to remain friends. We played our last
round at Victor Hills in 2006. Surprisingly, Mike opted to quit after we finished the front nine, and we
headed for the 19th hole.
Lingering over a couple of beers at the bar, we hashed over our high school days, and the wild skins
games at the Genesee Golf Club after the War. On the drive back to his house, I got to thinking that
the days of intimidating each other on the golf course just might be coming to a close, that perhaps
there was something he wasn’t telling me. A few weeks later he shocked us with the news that he had
inoperable cancer.
Mike and I were smitten early by the euphoria that came from smacking the golf ball 250 yards down
the fairway. Golf became a lifelong challenge for both of us, the source of alternating frustration and
gratification, and above all, a million laughs over the years. I’m missing those days of trying to psych
each other out on the links that endured for almost three-quarters of a century, but not to worry --- I’ve
heard there’s a golf course somewhere up there, and there’s absolutely no doubt in my mind that he’s
found it and is patiently waiting on the first tee for me to show up.
Mike and I butted heads for over seven decades in this game that seeped into our teenaged veins
while schlepping heavy leather bags over Oak Hill’s undulant fairways for the princely sum of 60 cents
a round. We’ll never play another round together, but the remembrance of our life-or-death struggles
on the links will never sink away.
If not for the need for some extra cash during our teen years, we might never have learned golf, a
game that has contributed so much to our long friendship, and I’d venture to say, our longevity. Mike
had a good 82 years. I’m around yet today at the age of 88 and still breaking 90 on a good day.
Return to Top

Book Friendly Autumn 2013

8

New Website Coming Soon!
Sheila Morroni, Website and Technology Committee
While our website lets us keep in touch in many ways, we want to do more! Very soon, we will have a
completely new look and a much more interactive website. You'll hear audios and see videos and
streaming photos; you can submit comments and upload information in a blog; you can fill out surveys
on what you like or would like to see more of, see what others think, and enjoy anything else that a
website can do to keep us all connected.
Our new website address will be: http://www.friendsofcphlibrary.org/. Right now the new site consists
of test pages and ideas; however, as we migrate each page of our current website to the new
address, you’ll be redirected to the new site.
What’s important to you? Check the new website often and let us know your thoughts and ideas by emailing us at cphfriends@nycap.rr.com. Check back often!

Junior Friends of the Library Off
to a Good Start
Our Junior Friends of the Library are receiving requests
for help and are planning to support library events again
this year. We had a fund-raiser in October, selling lots
of delicious bake goods at the FOL Used Book Sale. If
you bought some cookies or brownies, thank you for
your support.
A holiday event is in the planning stages. We are
looking to recruit new members at that function. Details
will be forthcoming in future communications.
The Junior Friends organization has been created
specifically for teen members. Our mission is to support
our library and its programs by developing youth
involvement and raising funds by providing volunteer
opportunities

Jr. Friends taking turns being Tad, the Library
Mascot, and helping make paper cranes for the
Two Towns-One Book Kids Read, Too! Project.

Being a Junior Friend is a great way to fulfill service
requirements for the National Honor Society or
Confirmation while doing something fun and rewarding.
In order to be an official member of the Junior Friends of
the Library, a student must attend at least 15 hours of
meetings or events throughout the year and pay a $5.00
membership fee.
Interested? Visit our website (click on Junior Friends of
the Library) and download a Membership Application.
Then, read our Code of Conduct and Our Values, drop
the completed form and fee at the Welcome Desk of the
library or mail to the CPH Library, 475 Moe Road, Clifton
Park, NY 12065 (Mark envelope JFOL Membership).

Return to Top
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Used Book Sale

Safe Travels!

Ann Christoffel, UBS Chair

Rhona Koretzky, Travel Coordinator

The Fall Used Book Sale on October 4, 5, and 6,
was a great success. Thank you to all of our
wonderful volunteers who helped in every way
imaginable. Sorters, box lifters, cashiers,
organizers, Membership and the list goes on. It is
also a pleasure to have our Junior Friends coming
in to help with setup and clean up. They get the
job done in half the time it takes the rest of us!
Thank you, too, to our valued customers. Your
support is very much appreciated. We strive to
offer quality books at a fair price in a pleasant
environment. Your purchase is appreciated
whether you are a local library patron buying one
book, or a dealer stocking up for your business.
Please remember to treat your fellow shoppers
with respect. We have set up guidelines to follow
during the preview sale so that the customer
wanting to peruse the shelves for one or two
books can feel as comfortable as the customer
looking for 50 gems. We will send out notices
about these guidelines as the next sale
approaches.
The next Used Book Sale will be on January 31,
February 1 & 2. Look for some exciting changes!
We are changing our prices back to our simplified
system of all hardcovers $1.00, all paperbacks
$.50, and all children's books $.50. Of course
some special books will be individually priced
slightly higher. We are also striving to streamline
our checkout system at the preview sale.
We look forward to seeing you at the next sale!

The FOL sponsored bus trip to New York City
on Saturday November 16 was a great
success. The full busload carried passengers
to a wide variety of activities: museums,
theater, shopping, visits with friends and
family, and more-- all on a beautiful autumn
day.
Mark your calendars for Saturday May 17 as
the FOL travels to Hyde Park to visit the FDR
Home and Library which has recently been
expanded. The day will include lunch at the
Culinary Institute, and an option to cross the
Walkway over the Hudson. Pricing details will
be available shortly, so watch for an
announcement.
The FOL also sponsors multi-day trips to
exciting international destinations. The March
2014 trip to France is filled but there will be
an announcement for 2015 coming in the
spring.
Safe travels wherever you go!

About Book Friendly
•Book Friendly is published quarterly, in February,
May, August, and November.
•Authors' writings do not reflect the views of the
Friends of the Clifton Park - Halfmoon Public Library.
•Authors retain rights to all their own work.
•Works and photos are printed with permission of
authors.
Book Friendly is Always Online!
Writers - Book Friendly is always seeking original
writing. We accept: book reviews, poetry, articles,
memoirs, and short stories.
E-mail submissions to editor, Jo Anne Robbins:
rjoanne1@nycap.rr.com.
We prefer Microsoft Word format. Please include a
statement granting Book Friendly permission to print
your work.
The deadline for the next issue
(February) is January 15th.

Return to Top
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Literary Trivia Walk Enjoyed by All
Susan Kirby-LeMon, TTOB Team
Over 150 community residents enjoyed the Literary Trivia Walk sponsored by Friends of the
Library and the Shenendehowa School Librarians on September 29 th. The walk started at
Shatekon Elementary School, continued through Arongen, extended on to the woodland pathway
and finished at the Library. Along the way, participants stopped at 18 stations to examine clues,
artifacts, and quotes from books suggested by our schools, the Clifton Park-Halfmoon Public
Library, and online here at Two Towns-One Book. All entries were eligible for prizes generously
donated by our community sponsors. The grand prize was a Kindle Fire! Participants also had an
opportunity to vote for one of five contenders for this year’s community read. The day presented a
perfect collaboration among TTOB volunteers, Shenendehowa Schools and Community Sponsors.
Keep an eye out for what we hope will become an annual event!

Literary Trivia Explorers Hunt for Clues
Return to Top
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The New Facebook User: Senior
Citizens [Infographic]
Kim Hong, Social Media Scoop for Seniors
Are seniors becoming the new power user on Facebook? The
landscape of Facebook is constantly changing and few are
aware that people over 65 are taking classes about Facebook
and using it as a social outlet and gaming source more and
more everyday. SeniorNet was among the first to foresee this
growing trend, which is why it offers social media courses as
part of its curriculum.
This infographic illustrates the rampant growth of seniors using
Facebook!
Get the Social Media Scoop!
http://www.slideshare.net/Gummersj/social-media-and-seniorsassignment

Friends of the Library
The Friends of the Library is a non-profit organization that
supports the Clifton Park-Halfmoon Public Library by sponsoring
various services, programs and activities for the Library and
local community. We want to hear from you, whether you have
an idea about a new way we can be of help to the Library, or
you'd like to know more about a trip, or you want to talk about
volunteer opportunities.

Like Us on Facebook!
Do You Tweet? So Do We!

Check Out Our Websites!
The Friends of the Library sponsor two websites – one that
highlights the goals and activities of the Friends of the Library
organization; and another that’s focused on just one of them our community read program. Check them out!
http://www.cliftonpark.org/friendsofcphl
http://www.twotownsonebook.org
Return to Top

